
CARGO INSURANCE  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)

Q:  What is Cargo Insurance? 

A:  Cargo Insurance is physical loss or damage coverage for goods carried by vessel, road, rail, 
aircraft, post, or by any other conveyance. Cargo insurance protects those who have an 
insurable/financial interest in the cargo (buyer or seller and intermediaries, if so structured). 
Cargo insurance coverage ranges from All Risks (most common) to Named Perils, with common 
extensions added to the policy, such as domestic transit and warehouse storage coverage, 
commonly referred to as a “stock throughput” policy 

Q:  Why Do I need Cargo Insurance? 

A: Any company that ships or receives a tangible product needs cargo insurance.  Cargo insurance 
helps to limit your exposure to financial loss due to damage/ loss of goods during transit. 
Shipping goods via sea, air, truck, or rail is risky. Goods may be damaged or completely lost while 
on their way to you or your customers.  Cargo Insurance provides Protection for your goods 
should they suffer damage or loss. This safeguards your revenues and ensures you have the cash 
flow to provide replacement goods.  

Q:  The carrier has insurance and will take care of any loss or damage in transit, right? 

A: A shipping company does not provide first party insurance for cargo. They do have liability 
insurance to cover the company should you make a claim against them. But, in order to recover 
any damages from the company, you must prove that the carrier was legally liable. Your own 
cargo insurance policy ensures sufficient limits of liability, known coverage conditions and 
consolidated claims handling.  

To prove liability, you must first: 

1. Prove the shipping company is at fault - there may be more than one shipping company 
involved in the transport of your goods 

2. Understand that a shipping company has many exemptions from liability - “Acts of God”, 
riots, strikes, Delay, Force Majeure, and similar causes of loss 

3. Realize there is a maximum amount you can claim - it is limited by law.  In most cases, carriers 
are limited to a certain amount per pound, not the value of your goods (i.e. .50/lb. for 
domestic shipments, $9.07/lb for international air shipments and $500 per customer 
shipping unit for ocean shipments ~ typically this is $500 per container) 

4. Act quickly – there are time limits for making a claim 

Q:  What does warehouse to warehouse coverage mean? 

A: Cargo insurance coverage is often warehouse to warehouse, but it is important to understand 
that coverage is more accurately determined by the terms of sale used in each transaction, often 
referred to as Incoterms (i.e. CIF + 10%, FOB/FAS, Ex Works, etc). Cargo insurance coverage is 
warehouse to warehouse when the insured is responsible to provide such coverage based on 
sales terms. In this case, coverage attaches at the point at which transit commences, and 
terminates when the cargo is delivered to the final destination, and often will include interim 
storage during the ordinary course of transit (i.e. consolidation/deconsolidation).



Q:   How do I value my cargo and what does CIF+10% mean? 

A: Standard valuation under a cargo policy is for CIF+10%.  Other valuation options are available 
and should be discussed with your insurance broker. 

CIF+10% stands for:  C = Cost/invoice value (purchase cost if your client is the buyer, 
or selling price if they are the seller).   

I = Insurance premium 

F = Freight and associated charges (e.g. customs clearance 
charges) 

PLUS an additional 10% to cover additional charges incurred due to fluctuations in currency or 
additional freight cost.  The intention is to indemnify your client, including allowances for 
additional cost for reshipping and/or the “cost” of doing business that it otherwise not 
contemplated within the manufactured or sales value. 

Q:  What are the chances that something will happen to my cargo while in the transit? 

A: While the supply chain is remarkably safe and secure, you may want to consider that even one 
loss could be extremely costly. It is documented that, on average, 10,000 containers are lost 
overboard each year. In addition, fires onboard vessels are an increasing risk to the global 
shipping community.  Consider the time it takes to make a liability insurance claim, prove that the 
carrier is responsible, replace the lost or damaged goods, and get the product to your client.  
the cost of an all-risk cargo insurance policy that can respond to these and other causes of 
loss is often pennies on the dollar and can provide much needed piece of mind should the 
inevitable loss in transit occur. 

Q:  I have been shipping for year and have never had a loss.  Why would I want to purchase 

insurance now? 

A: That is a lucky position to be in. but, history has shown, the more you ship, the more the law of 
averages will work against you. Current risk management estimates calculate that nearly 30 
percent of losses are unavoidable. Having the right cargo insurance policy in place manages that 
risk in the most cost effective way. If you ship by ocean, then you also need to consider that you 
can bear the cost of someone else’s loss through “General Average”, where all parties 
transporting by ship bear the loss of one or more parties.

Q:  What is General Average? 

A: A loss arising through a voluntary sacrifice of any part of the ship or cargo, or an expenditure 
to safeguard the ship and the rest of the cargo. When the vessel owner declares a general 
average, the vessel owner and all the cargo interests will share the expenses associated with the 
general average on a pro-rata basis. These expenses are covered under your Marine Cargo 
Insurance Policy. Such losses can be significant and may require letters of guarantee to have the 
cargo released. A letter of guarantee would be issued by the cargo underwriters and is an 
agreement to meet the insured’s liability for contribution.  So even though your cargo may not 
have been affected by the general average, you will still be required to share in the expense of 
the general average loss. 



Q:  How do I obtain cargo insurance for my client? 

A: The first step in obtaining a quote for cargo insurance is to complete a cargo insurance 
application/questionnaire.  At Berkley Offshore, we have seasoned underwriters who specialize 
in providing tailored, comprehensive solutions for your clients.  No two clients are alike, and 
neither are their cargo policy needs.  We act as trusted advisors, working together with our 
valued customers to provide best in class underwriting expertise, specialized marine specific 
products, and outstanding claims service.  For more information, please contact us to start the 
process.  our contact information is below.

Contacts: 
Mark Bernas 
Vice President – Ocean Cargo 
Berkley Offshore Underwriting Managers 
1800 Bering Drive, Suite 575 
Houston, TX 77057 
O: 832-547-2913 
M: 832-577-9666 
mbernas@berkleyoffshore.com

About W. R. Berkley Corporation

W. R. Berkley Corporation, founded in 1967, is one of the industry’s premier commercial lines property casualty 

insurance providers. Each of the operating units in the Berkley group participates in a niche market requiring specialized 
knowledge about a territory or product. Our competitive advantage lies in our long-term strategy of decentralized 

operations, allowing each of our units to identify and respond quickly and effectively to changing market conditions and 
local customer needs. 

About Berkley Offshore 

Berkley Offshore Underwriting Managers started operations on January 1, 2009 writing an Upstream Energy book of 

business. During 2012, operations were expanded to include the Marine and Energy Liability Divisions. Our marine 
division provides a full suite of marine products including hull, liability, excess liability, marine license programs, cargo 

in transit and cargo stock throughput and much more. The Underwriters at Berkley Offshore are committed to providing 
best in class underwriting expertise, specialized marine specific products, and outstanding claims service to our valued 

partners. 

For more information, please visit www.berkleyoffshore.com

The information contained herein is for general informational purposes only and does not constitute an offer to sell or a 

solicitation of an offer to buy any product or service. Any description set forth herein does not include all policy terms, 

conditions and exclusions. Please refer to the actual policy for complete details of coverage and exclusions. 
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